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Maladministration and criminal collusion with the agrochemical industry 
involved in the renewal of glyphosate registration  

 
Letter to the EU Ombudsman 
Emily O’Reilly 
 
You upheld my complaint about the Chief Attorney for European Food Safety Authority not replying 
to my letter of 22 October 2012 Subject: EFSA and the Séralini paper on rat tumours1 
 
I quote from the text:  “I have been following the argument about the science and statistics of the 
Séralini study (on GM Roundup Ready Maize and rat tumours) between GM industry scientists and 
independent ones with mounting incredulity. I am not a toxicologist or a statistician. I am a medical 
doctor.  
Latin America. As Senior Attorney to EFSA, I presume that your CEO Ms Catherine Geslain-Lanuélle 
must, on occasions, take your advice. Perhaps you would like to point out to her the trail of disasters 
to human health and the environment that has followed the planting of GM maize and Roundup® 
Ready crops in both Latin America and the US since they were first grown in 1996. These statistics are 
real, not theoretical laboratory ones. Are these the disasters that she would want to see repeated in 
Europe? Does she want to reject outright the Séralini study on rats and continue to insist that 90 days 
testing is adequate for the registration of GM crops? The first rat tumours in Séralini’s study 
appeared in males at 4 months. In 2010, at a physician’s meeting in Cordoba, it was reported that 
the whole farming area in which GM crops had been grown (14 provinces in Argentina and one in 
Paraguay) there were increases in cancers, birth defects, reproductive and endocrine disorders. 
 
The first attached paper Glyphosate causes cancers and birth defects was sent to Dr José Tarazona 
Head of Pesticides Unit EFSA on 16 February 2016 
 
On 11 November 2014, 60 million citizens of America2 wrote to warn Europe NOT TO AUTHORISE 
GM CROPS AND GLYPHOSATE because of the disasters to human health and the environment from 
their use. “The genetic engineering of food has never really been about public good, or feeding the 
hungry, or supporting our farmers. Nor is it about consumer choice. Instead it is about private, 
corporate control of the food system. Americans are reaping the detrimental impacts of this risky 
and unproven agricultural technology.”   
In that case, why did EFSA and the European Commission (and David Cameron for England) ignore 
that warning? 
 
May 2014 The UK Government and the GM industry: colluding to promote GM crops and foods, 
undermine consumer choice and ignore environmental harm 3 FOI requests: page 40 

 Reveal how foreign multinational GM companies are running the Government's Public 
Relations (PR) strategy on GM crops by controlling how public and private money will be 
invested in research;  

 Show that taxpayers’ money is being spent on PR for the GM industry rather than delivering 
better food and farming; … 

 
The Soil Association’s Campaign NOT IN OUR BREAD4:  the UK’s position ‘is anomalous’ 

                                                             
1
 https://gmandchemicalindustry9.wordpress.com/glyphosate/european-food-safety-authority-and-the-seralini-paper-on-

rat-tumours/  
2
 www.theletterfromamerica.org 

3
 http://www.genewatch.org/uploads/f03c6d66a9b354535738483c1c3d49e4/FoI_summary_May14.pdf 

4
  http://www.soilassociation.org/notinourbread 

https://gmandchemicalindustry9.wordpress.com/glyphosate/european-food-safety-authority-and-the-seralini-paper-on-rat-tumours/
https://gmandchemicalindustry9.wordpress.com/glyphosate/european-food-safety-authority-and-the-seralini-paper-on-rat-tumours/
http://www.theletterfromamerica.org/
http://www.genewatch.org/uploads/f03c6d66a9b354535738483c1c3d49e4/FoI_summary_May14.pdf
http://www.soilassociation.org/notinourbread
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Meeting on 15 July 2015 in London between the Soil Association and a Scientific Panel 5 
The scientific panel included Professor Christopher Portier one of the co-authors of the World Health 
Organisation’s International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) recent report which determined 
Glyphosate’s status as a probable carcinogen, who reiterated the IARC’s conclusions. Prof Portier 
said: “Glyphosate is definitely genotoxic. There is no doubt in my mind.”  
Dr Robin Mesnage of the Department of Medical and Molecular Genetics at Kings College in London, 
revealed new data analysis showing Round Up®, the most common brand of Glyphosate-based 
herbicides, is 1,000 times more toxic than Glyphosate alone due to the inclusion of other toxic 
chemicals in its mix. Claire Robinson, an editor at GMWatch.org gave the international perspective 
looking at moves by other countries to ban Glyphosate; “Outside the United Kingdom, the reaction 
to the WHO IARC report has been dramatic. Some retailers in Switzerland and Germany have 
removed Glyphosate products and France has committed to do so by 2018 and German states are 
calling for an EU wide ban. The Danish Working Environment Authority has declared it as a 
carcinogen and El Salvador and Sri Lanka have banned it and the Colombia government has banned 
aerial spraying on coca crops.” 
Peter Melchett, Soil Association policy director said; “If Glyphosate ends up in bread it’s impossible 
for people to avoid it, unless they are eating organic. On the other hand, farmers could easily choose 
not to use Glyphosate as a spray on wheat crops – just before they are harvested. This is why the Soil 
Association is calling for the immediate ending of the use of Glyphosate sprays on wheat destined for 
use in bread.”  
 
Glyphosate is also in beer, 6 whisky,7 wine and the majority of our non-organic foods8  
The Munich Environmental Institute (Umweltinstitut München) has released shocking results on 
25/02/2016 of laboratory testing it has completed on 14 of the most sold beers in Germany. The 
probable carcinogen and World’s most used herbicide – glyphosate – was found in all of the 14 beers 
tested. The UK Chemicals Regulation Directorate (CRD) has authorised more than 300 pesticides to 
be applied to crops and the National Farmers’ Union (NFU) leaders continue defend their use. 
 
Does anyone know how many and how often pesticides are sprayed on our food? 
UK Food and Environment Research Agency (FERA) survey of pesticides 1988 to 2014 confirms that 
Pesticide Residues on British food are increasing annually.  
A survey of pesticide (active substances) usage on Oil Seed Rape (OSR) 1988-2014  showed that the 
number of active substances applied had increased from 5 in 1988 to 15 in 2014 (Fig 1) and the 
number of treatments had increased from 5 in 1988 to 12 in 2014. (Fig 2) In 2014, herbicides were 
used on 98.4% OSR and seed treatments on 95.8%. 
 
In 2014 glyphosate was used on Wheat (601,330 kg) Winter barley, Spring barley, Oats, Rye, 
Triticale, Oilseed rape (577,969 kg), Linseed, All potatoes, Peas, Beans, Sugar beet, with a total of 
1,765,465 kg glyphosate on all crops.  The total weight of pesticides (herbicides and desiccants, 
fungicides, growth regulators, molluscicides and repellants, insecticides and seed treatments) 
applied to farmland in 2014 was in excess of 16,000 tonnes.  
 
This excludes the unknown amount of glyphosate sprayed in the Amenity Sector, by private 
companies, on golf courses, sports turf and in the home. In Wales, Estate Agents require that house 
sellers eradicate Japanese knotweed, an invasive weed, before they can put the house on the 
market. Councils are unaware that Japanese knotweed has become a glyphosate- resistant super 

                                                             
5
  http://www.soilassociation.org/news/newsstory/articleid/8110/soil-association-calls-for-ban-on-glyphosate-the-world-s-

most-widely-sold-weedkiller 
6
 http://sustainablepulse.com/2016/02/25/german-beer-industry-in-shock-over-probable-carcinogen-glyphosate-

contamination/ 
7
 http://www.grainfarmers.co.uk/seeddownloads/Roundup%20on%20seed%20%20milling%20and%20malting.pdf 

8
 http://www.pan-uk.org/files/Pesticides%20in%20Your%20Daily%20Bread%20guide%20-%20FINAL%20(1).pdf 

http://www.soilassociation.org/news/newsstory/articleid/8110/soil-association-calls-for-ban-on-glyphosate-the-world-s-most-widely-sold-weedkiller
http://www.soilassociation.org/news/newsstory/articleid/8110/soil-association-calls-for-ban-on-glyphosate-the-world-s-most-widely-sold-weedkiller
http://sustainablepulse.com/2016/02/25/german-beer-industry-in-shock-over-probable-carcinogen-glyphosate-contamination/
http://sustainablepulse.com/2016/02/25/german-beer-industry-in-shock-over-probable-carcinogen-glyphosate-contamination/
http://www.grainfarmers.co.uk/seeddownloads/Roundup%20on%20seed%20%20milling%20and%20malting.pdf
http://www.pan-uk.org/files/Pesticides%20in%20Your%20Daily%20Bread%20guide%20-%20FINAL%20(1).pdf
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weed, as in the US with GM crops which are ‘Roundup-Ready’. So they just continue to spray it on 
blindly.  
 
 

 
Fig. 1 PESTICIDES: Number of active substances used on Oil Seed Rape in the UK between 1988 and 2014: By kind 

permission of John Hoar, Hampshire Beekeeper’s Spray Liaison Officer. Figures supplied by FERA 

 

 
Fig. 2 PESTICIDES TIMES TREATED: used on Oil Seed Rape in the UK between 1988 and 2014: By kind permission of John 

Hoar, Hampshire Beekeepers Spray Liaison Officer. Figures supplied by FERA 

 
How many pesticides are being authorised in the UK? 
When the CRD Head of Regulatory Policy replied on 28/02/2014 to defend the authorisation of 
glyphosate, he told me that the capability to detect individual pesticides in food had increased from 
150 in 2003 to 393 in 2012. He stated: “In the 2012 Report, although there were a large number of 
residues found in bread, none of these were at a level to suggest a risk to consumer health.” 
However, he failed to reply to my question as to why EFSA was regularly increasing the Maximum 
Residue Levels (MRLs) of glyphosate in foods at the request of Monsanto to accommodate their 
practice of desiccation of crops and to protect their imports into Europe. 
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The President of the National Farmers’ Union replied to my 13-page Open Letter on 17/11/20159 
but it probably won’t be distributed to all NFU members 
The President of the NFU wrote to defend the right of farmers to use chemicals to protect their 
crops even though I had informed him that they were damaging the brains of children in Britain. 
“The NFU firmly believes that technologies such as advanced plant breeding, biotechnology and 
chemical crop protection are a positive and essential part of British farming and food production. 
There are significant challenges inherent in providing safe, affordable and high quality food in a 
sustainable way in the context of growing populations, pressure on resources, volatility and a 
changing climate.  We must therefore have all the tools in the box to source solutions to these 
challenges.  The NFU is committed to basing its policies on the most robust scientific evidence and 
expertise from scientists and regulatory authorities around the world.” 
I had asked for my Open Letter to be sent to all members of the NFU. However, in a reply from Defra 
on 6/11/2015 Ref DWOE000388966 on the instructions of Kevin Woodhouse, the Customer Contact 
Unit wrote: “We acknowledge the issues that you have raised. However it will be for the NFU to 
consider whether they wish to disseminate your letter.” 
 
Even in the 1970s the Agricultural Industry was given massive power by the British Government 
Robert van den Bosch, writing in 1978 in The Pesticide Conspiracy:10  “If one considers how 
dangerous these chemicals are, one would suppose that it would be Government policy to minimize 
their use by every possible means. However the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution notes, 
‘there is... no such policy in the UK, nor does the possible need for it appear to have been considered, 
notwithstanding the great increases in the use of these chemicals.’  
The Agrochemical Industry, on the contrary, seems to be under the impression it is Government 
policy to encourage the maximum use of pesticides. Thus according to the Agrochemical industry, of 
367,000 acres of potatoes grown in this country in 1976, 310,000 acres are treated with herbicides, 
114,000 acres with granular insecticides and nematocides, 218,000 acres with foliar insecticides and 
265,000 acres with fungicides.11 In this way one acre of potatoes, the industry boasts, can be treated 
from 2-11 times with different pesticides.” Van den Bosch also condemns the UK for aerial spraying. 
“What is particularly shameful in this country is the prevalence of aerial spraying. One million acres 
of agricultural land are sprayed each year, which involves 34,000 flights. Controls on this practice are 
practically non-existent...nor as the Royal Commission points out, does there appear to be any 
controls on the type of spraying equipment.”  
 
When carrying out the Renewal Assessment Report for glyphosate, why did the Glyphosate Task 
Force exclude papers from Latin America which reported birth defects and cancers associated with 
glyphosate: and why did the RAR dismiss the following papers? 
In the Renewal Assessment Report for glyphosate a total of 18 peer-reviewed publications showing 
reproductive toxicity were ranked 3 – not reliable. 
 
The RAR comment on the study by Paganelli et al. 12 was very revealing. This was the classic study 
from Professor Andrés Carrasco in the University of Buenos Aires that showed embryological 
evidence in frogs and chicks, of what was happening to human embryos in the Crop-sprayed towns 
of Argentina. The study reported endocrine disruption but was deemed “not reliable”. The RAR 
commented: “Non- Guideline study that is not sufficiently described for assessment - Inadequate 
positive and negative control experiments.  Irrelevant routes of exposure and inappropriately high 
doses. Test system not adequate for human risk assessment”. [Volume 3 Annex B.6.1, p 669] 

                                                             
9
 https://www.academia.edu/17144792/Open_Letter_to_the_National_Farmers_Union  

10
 Van den Bosch, R. The Pesticide Conspiracy: USA Doubleday & Company (1978): Dorchester, UK: Prism Press (1980). 

11
 Industry’s Statistics: British Agrochemical Association London 1976 

12
 Paganelli, A. et al. Glyphosate-Based Herbicides Produce Teratogenic Effects on Vertebrates by Impairing Retinoic Acid 

Signaling Chem. Res. Toxicol., 2010, 23 (10), 1586–1595. DOI: 10.1021/tx1001749 
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/tx1001749 

https://www.academia.edu/17144792/Open_Letter_to_the_National_Farmers_Union
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/tx1001749
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Furthermore, “multiple high quality toxicity studies and expert review panels consistently agree 
glyphosate is not a teratogen or reproductive toxicant. The author’s justification for this research is 
flawed, providing no valid basis, other than an opinion, of an increase in the rate of birth defects in 
Argentina.*  Direct injection of frog embryos and through chick egg shells do not reflect real world 
exposure scenarios to either environmental species or humans.” 13 There were several papers on the 
increasing rate of birth defects in South America; but the GTF excluded them. 
 
Monsanto (or Monsanto lobbyists) took drastic action to stop the public presentation of this paper 
Monsanto was sufficiently worried about the damaging nature of this research into glyphosate that 
they stopped the presentation of this paper to the residents of Crop-Sprayed Towns of Argentina 
many of whom had experienced birth defects and cancers that had been ignored by local health 
officials.  On 7th August 2010 Professor Andrés Carrasco, lead embryologist at the University, Buenos 
Aires Medical School and the Argentinean National Research Council, came to give a talk about his 
research to community activists and residents gathered in La Leonesa. His research showed that 
glyphosate, an agrochemical used on genetically modified soy and rice in Argentina, causes birth 
defects in animal embryos at levels far below those frequently used in agricultural spraying. A 
delegation of public officials and residents from the nearby community of Resistencia also came to 
La Leonesa to hear the talk.14 “But it never took place. As the delegation walked towards the school 
where the talk was to be held, it was attacked by a violent mob of approximately 100 people. Three 
people were seriously injured. Carrasco and a colleague shut themselves in a car and were 
surrounded by people beating the vehicle for two hours. Witnesses believe that a local rice producer 
and officials had organised the attack to protect agribusiness interests. As the police seemed 
reluctant to intervene, Amnesty International 15 subsequently called for an investigation.”  
 
The Amnesty International investigation established that: “One person has since suffered from lower 
body paralysis after being hit on his spine, and another is undergoing neurological examinations after 
receiving blows to the head. The former provincial Sub-Secretary of Human Rights, Marcelo Salgado, 
was struck in the face and left unconscious. Dr Carrasco and his colleague shut themselves in a car, 
and were surrounded by people making violent threats and beating the car for two hours. Members 
of the community were injured and a journalist's camera equipment was damaged. 
 
The Wellcome Trust hosts the Science Media Centre ---sponsored by corporations whose ‘experts’ 
denied that Roundup® and GMO maize caused tumours page 37 
The UK Science Media Centre is sponsored by corporations. Fiona Fox the Chief Executive boasts 
that she was able to gather experts (mostly with connections to Monsanto and the GM industry) to 
refute any paper that was damaging to GMO or to Monsanto. Expert reactions to the publication of 
the Séralini 24- month rat feeding study: “The EFSA Report conclusions were that the study 
conclusions were not supported by data.” 16 The experts on that occasion were: Professor Dale 
Sanders, head of the John Innes Centre (GMO plant scientist); Professor Maurice Moloney, Institute 
Director and Chief Executive, Rothamsted Research (Monsanto); Professor Alan Boobis, Professor of 
Biochemical Pharmacology, Imperial College London, Vice-President of the Board of Directors of the 
International Life Sciences Institute (ILSI) Europe, Vice Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Committee 
of ILSI Europe and a Member of the Board of Trustees  [The membership of ILSI Europe consists of 

                                                             
13

 http://www.i-sis.org.uk/Scandal_of_Glyphosate_Reassessment_in_Europe.php  
14

 
http://www.theecologist.org/blogs_and_comments/commentators/other_comments/686959/revealed_the_glyphosate_r
esearch_the_gm_soy_lobby_doesnt_want_you_to_read.html 
15

 http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AMR13/005/2010/en/303e9ee6-9138-405f-97fc-
ed58965b76d0/amr130052010en.html 
16

 http://www.sciencemediacentre.org/expert-reaction-to-efsa-report-conclusion-that-seralini-study-conclusions-were-
not-supported-by-data/ 

http://www.i-sis.org.uk/Scandal_of_Glyphosate_Reassessment_in_Europe.php
http://www.theecologist.org/blogs_and_comments/commentators/other_comments/686959/revealed_the_glyphosate_research_the_gm_soy_lobby_doesnt_want_you_to_read.html
http://www.theecologist.org/blogs_and_comments/commentators/other_comments/686959/revealed_the_glyphosate_research_the_gm_soy_lobby_doesnt_want_you_to_read.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AMR13/005/2010/en/303e9ee6-9138-405f-97fc-ed58965b76d0/amr130052010en.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AMR13/005/2010/en/303e9ee6-9138-405f-97fc-ed58965b76d0/amr130052010en.html
http://www.sciencemediacentre.org/expert-reaction-to-efsa-report-conclusion-that-seralini-study-conclusions-were-not-supported-by-data/
http://www.sciencemediacentre.org/expert-reaction-to-efsa-report-conclusion-that-seralini-study-conclusions-were-not-supported-by-data/
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56 (as of 12 Feb 2015) organisations.17 This list represents Global Corporations (including the six 
Agrochemical Giants) with massive resources that are seeking to control the world’s food supply. ILSI 
is an industry organisation based in Washington, DC, USA. It claims to be “a non-profit, worldwide 
organization whose mission is to provide science that improves human health and well-being and 
safeguards the environment” and allegedly has charity status.]  Professor Cathie Martin, Group 
leader, John Innes Centre, and Editor-in-Chief of The Plant Cell (GMO plant scientist) ; Professor 
Jonathan Jones, Senior Scientist, Sainsbury Laboratory, John Innes Centre (Monsanto). 
Fiona Fox said that the relatively muted coverage in the UK contrasted with how the story was 
reported in other countries, particularly France, where it was "front-page news everywhere", 
prompting the French government to launch an inquiry into the study's findings.   
 
Ms Fox took this as evidence that the 10-year-old centre was fulfilling its remit to prevent a repeat of 
incidents such as the uncritical reporting in 1998 of the claim – ‘heavily criticised by the scientific 
community’ - made by Árpád Pusztai, a former researcher at the Rowett Research Institute in 
Aberdeen, that rats fed on GM potatoes had stunted growth and a repressed immune system.18  
There are now similar Science Media Centres in Japan, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Tony Blair, Monsanto and the Royal Society combine to discredit Dr Árpád Pusztai when he found 
that rats fed GM potatoes had complications; his lab was closed down 
This scandal involved Tony Blair and the Royal Society.19 On 10 August 1998 in a Granada ‘World in 
Action’ broadcast20 Dr Árpád Pusztai (a GM expert leading the team at the Rowett Institute) 
explained his research that showed that rats fed with genetically modified potatoes had suffered 
immune damage. He raised questions about the safety of GM food in the human diet on the basis of 
the study. The news flashed around the world. Professor Robert Orskov OBE who had worked at the 
Rowett Institute for 33 years was told that phone calls went from Monsanto, the American firm that 
produces 90% of the world's GM food, to Clinton and then to Blair. “Clinton rang Blair and Blair rang 
James” (Professor James, Director of the Rowett Institute). “There is no doubt he was pushed by Blair 
to do something. It was damaging the relationship between the USA and the UK, because it was 
going to be a huge blow for Monsanto.” Dr Pusztai lost his job and his Laboratory in the Rowett 
Institute was closed down. 
 
Fiona Fox features in an interview in the British Medical Journal this week 03/03/2016: New rules 
will gag researchers21 
Fiona Fox, Chief Executive of the Science Media Centre, a body that encourages communication 
between scientists and the public, said that scientists had contacted her to express their concern 
about the clause. She said that it would deter already nervous government funded scientists from 
publishing or speaking. “There are thousands of government funded scientists in the UK who we feel 
the medical world and the wider public would be better off hearing from,” she said. “They are doing 
really important research into e-cigarettes, statins, and vaccines, and I think the message they will 
get from this is that they should not speak out.” 
Is the Editor-in-Chief of the BMJ aware that Fiona Fox is a Monsanto stooge? 
 
Serious questions about the independence of EFSA Committees page 27 
There are nine questions for EFSA to answer about the decisions of their GMO Panel. The Head of 
the Pesticides Unit at EFSA failed to reply. 
 

                                                             
17

 http://www.ilsi.org/Europe/Pages/currentmembers.aspx  
18

 https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/research/research-intelligence-shock-troops-check-poor-gm-
study/421361.article  
19

 http://www.psrast.org/pusztblair.htm 
20

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/149882.stm  
21

 http://www.bmj.com/content/352/bmj.i1220  

http://www.ilsi.org/Europe/Pages/currentmembers.aspx
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/research/research-intelligence-shock-troops-check-poor-gm-study/421361.article
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The Press in France, Germany, Denmark and Sweden write freely about exposure to pesticides 
damaging health: Le Monde22 newspaper in France revealed that the German RMS BfR is in the 
hands of the Agrochemical Industry page 40 
Walter Haefeker, President of the European Professional Bee Keepers’ Association, reported that: 
“Dr. Karsten Hogardt, Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL) stated that the 
BVL sees itself as: ‘a service for its clients, the plant protection industry’.23 In this role it is ‘advised’ 
by an expert group of ‘risk-managers’ including many from the pesticide industry”  
 
The President of the BfR also said that glyphosate did not affect humans and animals 
In the second part of the Press Release the President went on to say: Worldwide, glyphosate is one 
of the most common active ingredients in pesticides used to prevent unwanted plant growth in plant 
cultivation or to accelerate the ripening process of crops (desiccation). Glyphosate inhibits an enzyme 
which is essential for the biosynthesis of certain amino acids. This enzyme is not found in animals and 
humans. The statement by BfR is incorrect: glyphosate poisons humans in the same way as it 
poisons plants. Humans and animals have  exactly the same pathway as in plants; mammals can only 
absorb nutrients via the bacteria in their gut; the gut microbiome. The gut microbiome is the 
collective genome of organisms inhabiting our body. 24 Chatelier, E.L. et al. Richness of human gut 
microbiome correlates with metabolic markers Nature 29 August 2013; 500: 541-550.25 “We are 
facing a global metabolic health crisis provoked by an obesity epidemic.” In a multi-author study of 
obese and non-obese individuals, those with  “low bacterial richness in the gut (23% of the 
population) are characterized by more marked overall adiposity, insulin resistance and dyslipidaemia 
and a more pronounced inflammatory phenotype when compared with those with high bacterial 
richness…Low richness of gut microbiota has been reported in patients with inflammatory bowel 
disorder…Also notable diversity differences were observed between the urban US population and 
rural populations from two developing countries”. Current research is underway to try to find the 
links between obesity, type 2 diabetes and cancers.  
Diet rapidly and reproducibly alters the human gut microbiome26 “Long-term dietary intake 
influences the structure and activity of the trillions of microorganisms residing in the human gut”… In 
concert, these results demonstrate that the gut microbiome can rapidly respond to altered diet, 
potentially facilitating the diversity of human dietary lifestyles. 
 
The second attached paper:A Letter from America about the dangers of GM Crops and glyphosate 
was sent on March 2 to the Chairman of the British Medical Association whose position on GM Crops 
and glyphosate is unknown, with copies to the European Commissioners and the European Food 
Safety Authority.  
EFSA’s Conclusion on the peer review of the pesticide risk assessment of the active substance 
glyphosate states: 27 In contrast to the IARC evaluation, the EU peer review experts, with only one 
exception, concluded that glyphosate is unlikely to pose a carcinogenic hazard to humans … 
 
Open letter: Review of the Carcinogenicity of Glyphosate by EFSA and BfR28 
Prof Christopher Portier, Chairman of IARC’s Working Group and a group of more than 90 
independent scientists wrote an Open Letter to the European Health and Food Safety Commissioner, 

                                                             
22

 FOUCART, S. 2015. Noire semaine pour l`espertise. Le Monde (Paris) article 30.III.2015 
http://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2015/03/30/noire-semaine-pour expertise_ 
4605627_3232.html?xtmc=neonicotinoides&xtcr=1    
23

 http://podcasts.haefeker.org/?p=132  
24

 http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v500/n7464/abs/nature12506.html 
25

 http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v500/n7464/abs/nature12506.html 
26

 http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/nature12820.html  
27

 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4302  
28

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Prof_Portier_letter.pdf   

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v500/n7464/abs/nature12506.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v500/n7464/abs/nature12506.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/nature12820.html
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4302
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Prof_Portier_letter.pdf
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Vytenis Andriukaitis on 27/11/2015, strongly challenging EFSA’s decision and the BfR report that it 
was based on. 
They express deep concern that BfR assesses the widely used herbicide glyphosate as “unlikely to 
pose a carcinogenic hazard to humans”. 
They consider the BfR evidence point by point and the two most disturbing statements were that: 

 BfR used historical controls (When using historical control data, they should be from studies 
in the same timeframe, for the same exact animal strain, preferably from the same 
laboratory or the same supplier and preferably reviewed by the same pathologist).  

 The BfR Addendum dismisses the IARC Working Group (WG) finding that “there is strong 
evidence that glyphosate causes genotoxicity” by suggesting that unpublished evidence not 
seen by the IARC WG was overwhelmingly negative and that, since the studies that were 
reviewed were not done under guideline principles, they should get less weight.  

To maintain transparency, IARC reviews only publicly available data. Thus the use of confidential 
data submitted to the BfR makes it impossible for any scientist not associated with BfR to review this 
conclusion with scientific  confidence. Further skewing their interpretation, the BfR did not include 
evidence of chromosomal damage from exposed humans that was highlighted in the IARC 
Monograph. 
 
Since then several exchanges have taken place between IARC and EFSA. EFSA has replied to criticism 
of the EU assessment of glyphosate that was overseen by the Authority last year.  
Bernhard Url, EFSA’s Executive Director, has sent a detailed reply to Prof Portier that addresses the 
points raised in his letter on 13 January 2016.29 Dr Wild (IARC) to Bernhard Url on 5 February. 30 
Bernhard Url to Dr Wild on 9 February31 and Dr Wild to Bernhard Url 12 February.32 
 
Children living in Britain are the most exposed to agricultural chemicals compared with other 
European countries (hence ‘chemical brain drain’) 
Since WW2, successive British Governments had been advised by industry that farming should be 
chemically based. A scientist from Rothamsted Research discovered the first chemical herbicides 2,4-
D (at the same time as the US) in 1941. It was manufactured in 1946. The UK government persists in 
authorising aerial spraying of pesticides even though it has been banned in the EU. Ministers seemed 
to have failed to appreciate that chemicals are hazardous. Children in the UK are falling behind 
global rivals in international tests taken by 15-year-olds (PISA),33 failing to make the top 20 in 
mathematics, reading and science (December 2013). In 2000 UK children were 4th in the PISA tests.  
 
OECD publication: children in England have lower basic skills than their European counterparts 
In 2016 an OECD study showed that in England the young have lower basic skills than their 
counterparts in Europe.34 But adults approaching retirement age (55-65 year-olds) in England 
compare reasonably well with their counterparts in other countries. 
The study says: “The priority of priorities is therefore to improve the standard of basic schooling in 
England, improving both average and minimum standards (which are especially weak in England).” 
 
OECD publication: Reviews of Health Care Quality tells the UK that are falling behind the EU 
The OECD publication Reviews of Health Care Quality: United Kingdom 2016 Raising Standards35 
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“The United Kingdom’s health systems have long made the quality of care a high priority, pioneering 
many tools and policies in this area. Yet despite being a global leader in monitoring and 
improvement, the United Kingdom does not consistently perform well on international quality 
benchmarks. Why?”… “Based on international benchmarks of health care quality, notably OECD, 
some indicators for the UK show average or disappointing performance. Survival estimates for breast 
cancer, cervical and colorectal cancer, for example, are all below the OECD average…” 
 
Séralini’s team wins defamation and forgery cases on the team’s GMO and pesticide research36 
On 25 November 2015, the High Court of Paris indicted Marc Fellous, former chairman of France’s 
Biomolecular Engineering Commission, for “forgery” and “the use of forgery”, in a libel trial that he 
lost to Prof Gilles-Eric Séralini. The Biomolecular Engineering Commission has authorised many GM 
crops for consumption. 
In September 2012, an article written by Jean-Claude Jaillette in Marianne magazine said that 
“researchers around the world” had voiced “harsh words” about the research of Séralini and his 
team on the toxic effects of a GMO and Roundup over a long term period – research that was 
supported by the independent organisation CRIIGEN. The journalist wrote of a “scientific fraud in 
which the methodology served to reinforce pre-determined results”. This is more or less what the  
Science Media Centre claimed.    
Séralini, his team, and CRIIGEN challenged this allegation in a defamation lawsuit. They were 
assisted by the notaries Bernard Dartevelle and Cindy Gay. On 6 November 2015, after a criminal 
investigation lasting three years, the 17th Criminal Chamber of the High Court of Paris passed 
sentence. Marianne magazine and its journalist were fined for public defamation of a public official 
and public defamation of the researchers and of CRIIGEN, which is chaired by Dr Joel Spiroux de 
Vendômois.  
 
Why did the SMC not warn the public about tumours, liver and kidney damage from long-term 
exposure to glyphosate residues in food?  
Why did the SMC not acknowledge to the press that Séralini’s 24-month rat feeding study which 
showed liver damage, kidney damage and tumours had been correct and predicted what would 
happen to humans having glyphosate residues in foods in the long term? They have concealed this 
information from the public.  
 
Federation of German Scientists Whistleblower Award goes jointly to Prof Gilles-Eric Séralini and 
former US drone pilot Brandon Bryant 37 
“Professor Gilles-Eric Séralini has been honoured with the 2015 Whistleblower Award by the 
Federation of German Scientists (VDW) and the German Section of the International Association of 
Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (“IALANA”). Prof Séralini received the award in recognition of his 
research demonstrating the toxic effects of Roundup herbicide on rats when administered at a low 
environmentally relevant dose over a long-term period. After the research was published, Prof 
Séralini was attacked in what the VDW and IALANA call “a vehement campaign by ‘interested circles’ 
from the chemical industry” as well as from the UK Science Media Centre.” 
 
Glyphosate co-formulants alone, formulations and glyphosate alone are all endocrine disruptors38   
New publication 26/02/2016 by CRIIGEN and the Séralini Group: “We measured the endocrine 
disruptive effects of co-formulants of six glyphosate herbicides. We did this by measuring the activity 
of aromatase, a key enzyme for the balance of sex hormones, in human placental cells, using a 
method validated by the OECD to assess endocrine disruptors. The aromatase activity was 
significantly decreased both by the co-formulants alone and by the formulations, from doses 800 
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times lower than the agricultural dilution, while glyphosate alone only showed such an effect from 
one-third of the agricultural dilution.” 
 
STATEMENTS ON EXPOSURE TO CHEMICALS DURING EMBRYONIC, FOETAL AND INFANT LIFE 
Does the BMA believe that exposure to chemicals during embryonic, foetal and infant life is 
damaging to development? Page 18 
The Faroes Statement: Human Health Effects of Developmental Exposure to Chemicals in Our 
Environment  
In 2007 twenty-five experts in environmental health from eleven countries (including from the UK) 
met on the Faroes and contributed to this statement.39 “The periods of embryonic, foetal and infant 
development are remarkably susceptible to environmental hazards. Toxic exposures to chemical 
pollutants during these windows of increased susceptibility can cause disease and disability in 
infants, children and across the entire span of human life. Among the effects of toxic exposures 
recognized in the past have been spontaneous abortion, congenital malformations, lowered 
birthweight and other adverse effects. These outcomes may be readily apparent. However, even 
subtle changes caused by chemical exposures during early development may lead to important 
functional deficits and increased risks of disease later in life. The timing of exposure during early life 
has therefore become a crucial factor to be considered in toxicological assessments.” Many countries 
and organisation strongly endorse the Faroes Statement; these are some of the organisations: 

 The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists40 

 American Academy of Pediatrics41 

 International Society of Doctors for the Environment42 

 Pesticides Action Network of North America (PANNA) 43    

 the EDC-Free Campaign44 

 Chem Trust45 

 Chemical Brain Drain46 

 The Endocrine Disruption Exchange (TEDx)47 

 The International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics (FIGO)48  

 The European Environment Agency49 
 
Amongst those who dismiss the concept are:  

 The Chief Medical Officer for Health (England) 50  

 Dr John Harrison, Director of the Public Health England (PHE), Centre for Radiation, Chemical 
and Environmental Hazards (CRCE)  

 Tracey Browne from Sense about Science agreed with the CMO51 

 The Defra Minister, the Defra Chief Scientist and the Chief Scientist CRD52  

 Bayer who had just re-launched its ‘family friendly’ garden products campaign.53 
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 UK Committee on Carcinogenicity of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and the 
Environment (COC)54 

 The President of the NFU55 

 Scientists from Dow Chemicals56   
 
Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt Minister of Health sings from the same industry hymn sheet as EFSA page 9 
My letter to Jeremy Hunt at the Department of Health (DoH) , telling him why the NHS was failing, 
elicited a response which supported EFSA’s justification for saying glyphosate was non-carcinogenic.  
Our ref: DE-1014811   
Dear Ms Mason,  
Thank you for your further correspondence of 1 February about glyphosate.  I have been asked to 
reply. I note your concerns about glyphosate.  As you will be aware, the approval for use of 
glyphosate in the EU expires on 30 June.  The substance is currently being reviewed under the 
auspices of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).  The Department of Health is working in 
collaboration with the Commission and other member states on this review. 
The EFSA concluded that glyphosate is unlikely to pose a carcinogenic hazard to humans and the 
evidence does not support classification with regard to its carcinogenic potential according to EU 
classification and labelling rules for chemicals.  This differs from the conclusion of the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) that glyphosate is probably carcinogenic to humans.  
The two main differences between the EFSA and that the IARC reviews are that the EFSA’s review was 
specifically extended to consider in full the findings of the IARC and also included scientific 
information not assessed by IARC.  The EFSA’s review focused on glyphosate itself, while the IARC 
focused on products containing glyphosate.  The EFSA does not look at all glyphosate products 
because this assessment will be carried out by member states.  Those assessments would include 
the product and its components as well as the active substance.  
The overall UK position on glyphosate will continue to be guided by the science, and what that says 
about its safety in use.  If, following completion of the full review, approval is renewed by the 
Commission, the Department (of Health) will re-assess all the products which contain glyphosate and 
will only authorise them if they too continue to meet the required standards of safety.  If approval is 
not renewed, all glyphosate products will have to be withdrawn from the market.  I hope this reply is 
helpful. 
Note that the DoH claims it “is working in collaboration with the Commission and other member 
states ” on this review… “ If approval is renewed by the Commission the Department (of Health) will 
re-assess all the products which contain glyphosate and will only authorise them if they too continue 
to meet the required standards of safety.”  
What training does the DoH have in the assessment of the safety of chemicals? Or will they leave it 
to the pesticides corporations? 
 
Department of Health’s child obesity strategy delayed – yet again 
The strategy was first planned for December 2015, then rescheduled for January, then February or 
March. Now it’s been moved to the summer. Who knows if it will be mysteriously delayed again? 
A DoH spokesperson said that they wanted to get it right and that David Cameron and Jeremy Hunt 
wanted it to be a “game-changing moment”.57   
Obesity crisis: Sugar: spinning a web of influence58 

                                                             
54

 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coc-guidance-statements  
55

 https://www.academia.edu/17144792/Open_Letter_to_the_National_Farmers_Union 
56

 http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10937404.2013.783383   
57

 http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/feb/28/jeremy-hunt-running-scared-of-sugar-tax-childhood-
obesity?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+main+NEW+H&utm_term=159176&subid=593
9743&CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2  
58

 http://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/350/bmj.h231.full.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coc-guidance-statements
https://www.academia.edu/17144792/Open_Letter_to_the_National_Farmers_Union
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10937404.2013.783383
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/feb/28/jeremy-hunt-running-scared-of-sugar-tax-childhood-obesity?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+main+NEW+H&utm_term=159176&subid=5939743&CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/feb/28/jeremy-hunt-running-scared-of-sugar-tax-childhood-obesity?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+main+NEW+H&utm_term=159176&subid=5939743&CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/feb/28/jeremy-hunt-running-scared-of-sugar-tax-childhood-obesity?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+main+NEW+H&utm_term=159176&subid=5939743&CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2
http://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/350/bmj.h231.full.pdf


12 
 

Public health scientists are involved with the food companies being blamed for the obesity crisis 
Report by freelance journalist, Jonathan Gornall. “An investigation by The BMJ has uncovered 
evidence of the extraordinary extent to which key public health experts are involved with the sugar 
industry and related companies responsible for many of the products blamed for the obesity crisis 
through research grants, consultancy fees, and other forms of funding.” 
 
Corporate lobbyists find it easier to access the Prime Minister than his own MPs  
An Editorial in the British Medical Journal on 11/01/2014 was entitled: A shameful episode.59 
The UK government did a sudden U-turn from its agreement that a minimum price on a unit of 
alcohol would be introduced across the United Kingdom. “The evidence for substantial health 
savings and cost savings was clear. Scotland had introduced a minimum price (though now under 
legal challenge by the drinks industry) and the UK Prime Minister had given his personal commitment 
that England and Wales would follow suit.” Jeremy Browne the Home Office Minister said that the 
government didn’t have “enough concrete evidence.” However, Jonathan Gornall, in a BMJ 
investigation, discovered: “the extent and effects of contact between ministers and interest groups 
lobbying against the minimum unit price.” 
Gornall concluded that the consultation itself was a sham. “While MPs struggled to gain access to 
ministers, representatives of alcohol companies and major supermarkets had easy access – made 
easier by the well-oiled revolving doors between industry and special advisory posts.” Academics 
quoted by Gornall express concern about the misuse of the scientific process by the alcohol industry 
and its mouthpiece. Alcohol companies were using tactics reminiscent of the tobacco industry. 
Documents released under a freedom of information request showed that between the coalition 
taking power in May 2010 and the end of 2013 the Department of Health alone had 130 meetings 
with representatives of the industry.60 
The extensive investigation shows “beyond doubt that commercial interests are currently in control 
of key decisions about the public’s health.” 
David Cameron met 26 times with officials of Murdoch's News Corporation in the first 14 months of 
office, more than twice the number of visits he has had with any other media organization.61  
 
Sixteen eminent and independent scientists published a Consensus Statement on Glyphosate p 13 
Concerns over use of glyphosate-based herbicides and risks associated with exposures: a consensus 
statement. 62 The scientists outlined the environmental risks of repeated heavy use of glyphosate-
based herbicides (GBH) on fish, butterflies, earthworms and beneficial soil microbes, including its 
breakdown products of AMPA and formaldehyde contaminating soil and groundwater. The low 
levels (50 ppb) which have significant effects on the aquatic invertebrate Daphnia magna (compared 
with the US EPA’s level of 700 ppb and Canada’s short term exposure of 27,000 ppb and long-term 
exposure of 800 ppb). The US EPA does not measure glyphosate despite the 100-fold increase in 
glyphosate over the last 10 years. They pointed out its action as a chelating agent with the potential 
to sequester micronutrients zinc, cobalt and manganese that are co-factors contributing to a number 
of deleterious effects on liver and kidney metabolism. Extracts:  “The full list of chemicals in most 
commercial GBHs is protected as “confidential business information,” despite the universally 
accepted relevance of such information to scientists hoping to conduct an accurate risk assessment 
of these herbicide formulations. The distinction in regulatory review and decision processes between 
‘active’ and ‘inert’ ingredients has no toxicological justification, given increasing evidence that 
several so-called ‘inert’ adjuvants are toxic in their own right. Multiple studies on GBHs have reported 
effects indicative of endocrine disruption [21–24]. Based on knowledge from studies of other 
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endocrine disruptors, the developing fetus, infants, and children are most at risk. Effects following 
GBH exposure may not be immediately apparent, because some adverse conditions caused by early-
life exposure only manifest in later stages of development and/or in adulthood. These include both 
acute diseases and chronic health problems. In addition, proving links between chronic disease and 
exposures to GBHs is made more difficult by the fact that people are routinely exposed to complex 
mixtures of glyphosate and other toxic chemicals. The action of glyphosate as an antibiotic may alter 
the gastrointestinal microbiome in vertebrates [33,70–72], which could favor the proliferation of 
pathogenic microbes in humans, farm animals, pets and other exposed vertebrates. A recent report 
demonstrates that environmentally relevant concentrations of commercially available GBHs alter the 
susceptibility of bacteria to six classes of antibiotics (for example, either raise or lower the minimum 
concentration needed to inhibit growth) [75]. Furthermore, GBHs can also induce multiple antibiotic-
resistance phenotypes in potential human pathogens (E. coli and Salmonella enterica serovar 
typhimurium). GBHs contaminate drinking water via rainwater, surface runoff and leaching into 
groundwater, thereby adding drinking water, bathing, and washing water as possible routine 
exposure pathways  
Increased incidence of severe birth defects in Argentina and Paraguay in areas where GE Roundup 
Ready crops are widely grown may be linked to the ability of GBHs to increase retinoic acid activity 
during fetal development [23]4. Glyphosate-contaminated soybean feeds used in the pork industry 
have also been associated with elevated rates of gastrointestinal-health problems and birth defects 
in young pigs [32]. Related impacts have been observed in poultry [33]. A steadily growing portion of 
global GBH use is applied in conjunction with multiple other herbicides, insecticides, and fungicides. 
Herbicide and other pesticide active ingredient safety levels are calculated for each active ingredient 
separately, despite the fact that tank mixes including two to five, or even more active ingredients 
account for a significant portion of the volume of pesticides applied. Regulators do not require 
further testing of such mixtures, nor do they conduct any additional risk assessments designed to 
quantify possible additive or synergistic impacts among all herbicides applied, let alone the 
combination of all herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, and other pesticides applied on any given 
field.” (The Appendix gives maps of the 777 pesticides used on crops in the US) 
 
GBH use has increased approximately 100-fold since the first decade of its use in the 1970s. It is now 
the worlds’ most heavily applied herbicide. Major increases in its use resulted from widespread 
adoption of Roundup® Ready crops that were genetically engineered to be tolerant to glyphosate. 
Applications of GBHs have also expanded in aquatic, estuarine, rangeland, and forest habitats. 
The lead author of the Consensus Statement is John Peterson Myers, who in 1996 wrote a book with 
the late Theo Colborn about Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals (EDCs).  
 
What are EDCs? Theo Colborn’s crucial research in the early 1990s into the chemicals that were 
changing humans and the environment was ignored 
The late Theo Colborn63 (1927-1914) was the first to research and write about EDCs, man-made 
chemicals that became widespread in the environment after WW II.  In a book published in 1996, 
Our Stolen Future: How Man-made Chemicals are Threatening our Fertility, Intelligence and Survival 
Colborn, Peters and Dumanoski revealed the full horror of what was happening to the world as a 
result of contamination with EDCs.64 There was emerging scientific research about how a wide range 
of man-made chemicals can disrupt delicate hormone systems in humans. These systems play a 
critical role in processes ranging from human sexual development to behaviour, intelligence, and the 
functioning of the immune system. In 1996, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), pesticides DDT, 
chlordane, lindane, aldrin, dieldrin, endrin, toxaphene, heptachlor, dioxin, atrazine and dacthal had 
been shown to be EDCs. Colborn illustrates the problem by constructing a diagram (page 105) of the 
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journey of a PCB molecule from a factory in Alabama into a polar bear in the Arctic. Colborn says: 
“The concentration of persistent chemicals can be magnified millions of times as they travel to the 
ends of the earth…Many chemicals that threaten the next generation have found their way into our 
bodies. There is no safe, uncontaminated place.”  
 
The use of pesticides around the world has produced biological deserts 
Here is a description of a 600 acre farm in Grundy County, Iowa growing GMO Roundup® ready crops 
on which Craig Childs spent a long weekend and found virtually nothing. 65"I listened and heard 
nothing, no bird, no click of insect. There were no bees. The air, the ground, seemed vacant…It felt 
like another planet entirely," he said, “a world denuded.” 
Robert Krulwich’s blog commented on Craig Child’s description:66 “Yet, 100 years ago, these same 
fields, these prairies, were home to 300 species of plants, 60 mammals, 300 birds, hundreds and 
hundreds of insects. This soil was the richest, the loamiest in the state. And now, in these patches, 
there is almost literally nothing but one kind of living thing. We've erased everything else. There's 
something strange about a farm that intentionally creates a biological desert to produce food for one 
species: us. It's efficient, yes. But it's so efficient that the ants are missing, the bees are missing, and 
even the birds stay away. Something's not right here. Our cornfields are too quiet.” 
 
Death rate in England and Wale has increased by 5.6% in 201567 
Prof Dominic Harrison, Director of Public Health in Blackburn and Darwen says that England and 
Wales have seen the biggest jump in the number of deaths a year for a whole generation.  
Public Health England says it is monitoring the provisional data and its officials say a particularly bad 
strain of flu and an ineffective vaccine may be behind the rise.  
Prof Harrison's own analysis backs up figures in the Health Service Journal which suggest there have 
been 5.6% more deaths in England and Wales in 2015 than in the previous year - the biggest 
increase in the national death rate since the 1960s. 
Taken together he says the figures suggest "something is making the population more vulnerable to 
death." And he says the findings are unlikely to be fully explained by winter infections or a rise in the 
elderly population. 
 
The following paper was published on March 3 2016 by IARC: Differences in the carcinogenic 
evaluation of glyphosate between the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) and the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 68 
Extracts: “Serious flaws in the scientific evaluation in the RAR incorrectly characterise the potential 
for a carcinogenic hazard from exposure to glyphosate. Since the RAR is the basis for the European 
Food Safety Agency (EFSA) conclusion, it is critical that these shortcomings are corrected. 
 
In the RAR, almost no weight is given to studies from the published literature and there is an over-
reliance on non-publicly available industry-provided studies using a limited set of assays that define 
the minimum data necessary for the marketing of a pesticide. The IARC Working Group evaluation 
of probably carcinogenic to humans accurately reflects the results of published scientific literature on 
glyphosate…” 
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MONSANTO TO BE PUT ON TRIAL AT INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT IN 
THE HAGUE 

  
On December 3rd 2015 it was announced that Monsanto, the US-based transnational corporation, 
will be put on trial in the International Criminal Court in The Hague for ecocide69  
PARIS – The Organic Consumers Association (OCA), IFOAM International Organics, Navdanya, 
Regeneration International (RI), and Millions Against Monsanto, joined by dozens of global food, 
farming and environmental justice groups announced today that they will put Monsanto, a US-based 
transnational corporation, on trial for crimes against nature and humanity, and ecocide, in The 
Hague, Netherlands, next year on World Food Day, October 16, 2016. This International Criminal 
Court, established in 2002 in The Hague, has determined that prosecuting ecocide as a criminal 
offense is the only way to guarantee the rights of humans to a healthy environment and the right of 
nature to be protected. 
The tribunal’s website says, “According to its critics, Monsanto is able to ignore the human and 
environmental damage caused by its products and maintain its devastating activities through a 
strategy of systemic concealment: by lobbying regulatory agencies and governments, by resorting to 
lying and corruption, by financing fraudulent scientific studies, by pressuring independent scientists, 
by manipulating the press and media, etc. The history of Monsanto would thereby constitute a text-
book case of impunity, benefiting transnational corporations and their executives, whose activities 
contribute to climate and biosphere crises and threaten the safety of the planet.” 
In addition to Monsanto, the tribunal intends to mount a "best case" to denounce "all multinational 
companies which are driven by the profit motive and thereby threaten human health and the safety 
of the planet". The initiative is “unique and unprecedented”, says Marie-Monique Robin.70 
 
Our Daily Poison: From Pesticides to Packaging, How Chemicals Have Contaminated the Food 
Chain and Are Making Us Sick  
Marie-Monique Robin is an award-winning French journalist and filmmaker. She received the 1995 
Albert-Londres Prize, awarded to investigative journalists in France. She is the director and producer 
of more than thirty documentaries. Her new book: Our Daily Poison: From Pesticides to Packaging, 
How Chemicals Have Contaminated the Food Chain and Are Making Us Sick.71 
“Pull at the corner of any recent public health scandal, and you can find the fingerprints of the 
multinationals that profit from lax regulation. In this muckraking exposé, Marie-Monique Robin lays 
bare the hidden history of the chemical industry and its long trail into the present. Unless you’re part 
of the international lobbying set, you’ll be shocked by the global connections between regulatory 
agencies, the corporations that have nestled into them, and the betrayal of public health that they 
have licensed. For anyone concerned about democracy, corporate power or public health, this is a 
gripping and urgent book.” Raj Patel, author of Stuffed and Starved 
“Marie-Monique Robin’s Our Daily Poison is a gift to citizens across the world. She brings us scientific 
facts about pesticides and poisons in a period when this evidence is being kept from the public. 
Whether you are interested in your health and the safety of your food, the protection of species and 
ecosystems, or the independence of science and laws from corporate law, this is a book you must 
read.” Vandana Shiva, author of Stolen Harvest and Making Peace with the Earth 
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Sustaining Life: How Human Health Depends on Biodiversity72 
Dr Eric Chivian founded the Center for Health and the Global Environment at Harvard Medical School 
in 1996: “To help people understand that our health, and that of our children, depends on the health 
of the environment and that we must do everything we can to protect it” 
Eric Chivian and Aaron Bernstein co-edited the above book, which includes contributions from more 
than 100 leading biodiversity and health scientists. It was published in June 2008 by Oxford 
University Press and was co-sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme, the United 
Nations Environment Programme, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
World Conservation Union. 
 
Professor EO Wilson 
The eminent field entomologist from Harvard, who in his book The Naturalist, has documented 
massive global declines of ant colonies at the hand of man:  
 
“If all mankind were to disappear, the world would regenerate back to the rich state of equilibrium 
that existed ten thousand years ago. If insects were to vanish, the environment would collapse into 
chaos.” 
 
Why did the European Commission set up the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and 
Feed to make decisions that affect human health?   
It is totally unacceptable, possibly negligent or even criminal, for the European Union to allow a 
group of plant scientists on the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, whose 
knowledge of human physiology is so out of date that they do not recognise that glyphosate has 
effects on humans, to make decisions that affect human health. The membership of this Committee 
representing Member States is not very transparent. Do they have conflicts of interest? 
 
International Society of Doctors for the Environment73 
An Appeal to immediately and permanently ban, with no exceptions, the production, trade and use 
in all the EU territory of glyphosate-based herbicides and the four insecticides assessed by the WHO 
International Agency for Research into Cancer. 
 
 
 
Rosemary Mason 06/03/2016 
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APPENDIX 
 

US National Water-Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program 
Pesticide National Synthesis Project 

 
 
This is the map of Estimated Agricultural Use for Glyphosate in 2013. 74According to 2014 figures, 
there were approximately 777 pesticides authorized in the US. This is a list of them for 2013.75 
Human Health Benchmarks for Pesticides 76 are measured for 363 but not glyphosate. 
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This is the use by year and crop.77 However, this is only the amount of glyphosate use on agriculture. 
It excludes amenity use. Below is a 2007 map from the US EPA showing that non-crop uses of 
herbicides and plant growth regulators have about 20% of the US market. Although Defra 
commissioned a Report from a private firm the use of Amenity Pesticides in the UK is unknown.78 
 

 
Fig 1 Amount of Conventional Pesticide Active Ingredient Used in the United States 

By Pesticide Type and Market Sector, 2007 Estimates US EPA 
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